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Newsletter Term 2 Week 2

Principal's PerspectivePrincipal's Perspective

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome to our first newsletter for Term
2. It has been an interesting and
challenging few weeks, where we all
have had to adapt and remain flexible to
meet the requirements of social
distancing, set by the WA government
during the Coronavirus Pandemic. I

would like to thank all parents for your support of the staff at
Kinross PS over the past several weeks. You have
endeavoured to meet our requests wherever possible without
complaint and as a result we have been able to implement
strategies smoothly and effectively. Drop off and pick-ups have
worked well and we have noticed our students becoming
much more independent, particularly our younger children. All
staff agree this has been one of the positives to come out of
the difficult circumstances we have found ourselves in. All the
Kinross staff missed our students terribly and it did not seem
the same without their happy smiles and laughter filling the
school. We are grateful most are back and we look forward to
seeing the last few back at school as soon as possible. I
believe teaching is a passion, not only a job. It takes a lot of
commitment, patience, care, empathy and energy to be a
teacher. I have been told by many parents they have a new
found respect and admiration for teachers, particularly in how
they manage 24-32 students a day!

Mother’s DayMother’s Day

I hope all our Mums have a fantastic Mother’s Day and will
be spoiled in some way by their children and partners. The
Kinross P&C organised a Mothers’ Day stall this week and
this has proved to be popular with students buying lovely gifts
for their Mums. A big thank you to the Kinross PS P&C and

Mady Hawkins for organising the opportunity for our students
to purchase these presents.

Virtual Easter Hat ParadeVirtual Easter Hat Parade

Last term on the last day of school, we organised a drive by
for parents to visit and wave to the staff at Kinross PS. Many
parents drove by with their children waving, wearing Easter hats
or holding up signs with special messages for staff. It was such
a special moment to observe and it made everyone smile and
helped to connect our community before the school holidays. A
BIG THANK YOU to all who were able to come along or posted
photos for the Virtual Easter Parade. Here is the link to an article
that appeared on the Perth Now website.

Easter Article - Perth Now

School Review February 2020School Review February 2020

Last term, Kinross PS participated in the School Review. Every
school is required to seek continual improvement and account
for its performance by undertaking self-assessment, planning
for improvement, reporting on performance and progress and
participating in, and acting on, review processes. Principals
are accountable to the Director Schools for the performance
of their school and teachers are accountable to the principal
for the progress of their students. Principals, in collaboration
with school staff are required to undertake self-assessment
that results in judgements about the standards of student
achievement and the effectiveness of school processes in
maximising student achievement. Principals, in collaboration
with school staff are required to:

• Undertake school planning processes that include
the development of a School Plan, operational
planning and classroom planning.

• Publish annually a School Report that describes the
school’s performance and report on legislative and
designated policy and program requirements.

• Participate in and actively respond to school review
processes including Standards Reviews and, as
required, reviews conducted by the Expert Review
Group
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Ms Laura Ohara (Director Public School Review) and Ms Lyn
Bates (Principal/Peer Reviewer) conducted the Kinross PS
Review last term in February. They met with the leadership
team, students, staff and parent representatives from the
Kinross School Board and Kinross P&C. The School Review
went extremely well and both reviewers were impressed with
the level of pastoral care and extra-curricular activities at
Kinross PS. They agreed with our reflections and
recommendations and endorsed our analysis of the data. I
have attached a copy of the report for your information and a
copy has also been placed on Schools Online and the school
website.

https://kinrossps.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/1722/
kinross_primary_school_public_school_review_report_february
_2020.pdf

Kinross Family CentreKinross Family Centre

The Kinross Family Centre is currently being built and the due
date for completion is in September. We are hoping to
commence before and after school care in Term 4 and Vacation
Care for the Christmas holidays. We are currently taking tenders
for a provider and will announce who has been selected early
next term. The Kinross School Board will examine the tenders
and a decision will be made based on the company we feel
meets the needs of the Kinross community and matches our
ethos and culture.

Kindy/PP PlaygroundKindy/PP Playground

Over the school holidays, Les Brigden, our school gardener,
was very busy planning and planting the gardens to enhance
the nature playground in the K/P grounds. He has done an
incredible job and I would like to thank him on behalf of the
Kinross community. A large teepee, tyre structures, balance
beams, a fairy garden and a decked outside classroom are yet
to be added. A large Peppermint Tree will be planted in the
middle of the bike track round-a-bout. This tree is dedicated to
Mrs Margaret Patullo who has dedicated 25 years to serving on
the Kinross P&C. A plaque has also been made to place next
to the tree to commemorate this fine achievement. A special
assembly was held late last year to acknowledge Margaret’s
efforts over many years. Phase One will be completed by the
end of the year. We will then move to Phase 2 in 2021.

Air-Conditioning of Senior and Junior BlocksAir-Conditioning of Senior and Junior Blocks

The Department of Education has agreed to install new reverse
cycle air-conditioning in the junior and senior blocks. The old
air-conditioning will be replaced, hopefully in time for Summer
by the end of the year.

LOTE RoomLOTE Room

A new demountable will be installed during the next school
holidays. This will be the new LOTE/Health building. The old
LOTE Room is now being used as a large store room. The
new transportable will be installed next to the PEAC building.
This will be a much nicer space for our students to work in.

The Department of Education have funded this, so we are very
grateful for their support.

School Events Semester 2School Events Semester 2

At this stage, we have planned for whole school events to
continue in Terms 3 and 4, unless there are restrictions still in
place that do not allow for large gatherings. We hope to be
able to participate in the annual Faction Carnival events and are
keen for our Year 6 students to attend camp in Term 4. Let’s
hope things continue to improve and we are able to get back to
doing all the things we love to do, including our extra-curricular
activities. I will keep you updated as time moves forward.

The next newsletter will come out in Week 5. In the meanwhile,
I will keep sending important updates and messages on
CONNECT.

Kind regards,

Therese Gorton

Principal

Mrs Dodge's NewsMrs Dodge's News

Early Childhood LearningEarly Childhood Learning

It has been lovely to visit the
Kindergarten- Year 1 classrooms during
the first two weeks of term and see their
bright and smiling faces. Students and
teachers are looking very happy to be
back at school and are all working hard.
On my visits, I was lucky enough to

witness some role play in Pre-Primary with students acting as
animal veterinarians. The patient, a very lucky lion, was
receiving some top-quality medical care in the role play corner.
In Kindergarten, I witnessed some impressive hand-eye
coordination using beanbags, in addition to posting letters
using the red post box. I also stopped to take some photos of
the progress in the early childhood play area. It is looking
fantastic with the addition of some new features and beautiful
greenery. Have a look at the progress below.

• In the Standards Review, present to their Director
Schools evidence, analysis and judgements about
the standards of student achievement
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Mrs Smith's NewsMrs Smith's News

Holiday Learning in TA13Holiday Learning in TA13

This week I have had the pleasure of
seeing some projects that were
completed during the holidays by TA13.
The projects were about different
aspects of the government and the
students could present them how they
liked. Amelie and Jack chose a poster

and a newspaper article which are now on proud display on
Mrs Gorton’s Wall of Fame.

Green Slips in TA10Green Slips in TA10

We have had some great learning taking place in TA10 this
term with a steady stream of Green Slips making their way to
the office.

Well done on all students who have received one.

Uniform ReminderUniform Reminder

With the onset of cooler weather, we are starting to see hoodies
and other garments worn to school that do not comply with our
Uniform Policy. We ask parents and carers to kindly reinforce
the need to wear the correct uniform to school each day.

Some frequently asked questions regarding uniforms are:

Can my child wear a parka or windcheater to school in the
mornings? If a warm overcoat needs to be worn on the way to
school that is not in school colours, that is fine but it must be
hung on a hook or placed in school bags once students are
onsite.

Can my child wear tights, skivvies or undershirts during winter?
Tights can be worn but must be bottle green or navy and
skivvies and undershirts that can be seen outside the school
shirt are not permitted. We are fortunate to have access to
great heaters in our classrooms and we strongly encourage
school jackets and jumpers to be worn when outside on cold
days.

The same rule applies for hats as a few students have been
seen wearing generic baseball caps. Please see the attached
uniform policy for more information and remember to label your
items!

https://kinrossps.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/1724/
school_uniform_policy.pdf

Mrs Hedges NewsMrs Hedges News

Fun at SchoolFun at School

We are all so pleased to have many of
our students back at school. It has been
lovely to see students engaging in fun
lessons with their friends and teachers
again. Last week, Year 2 students
enjoyed participating in fun science
lessons where they learned about

pushing and pulling. Students in TA 5 explored moving
objects on dry land, answering key questions, such as how did
the toy move? What force did you use to make it pull and did
the object change shape while it was being moved? Children
working from home also participated in the lesson as they
explored pushing and pulling objects at home and answered
the same focus questions. Students from TA 7 also learned
about pushing and pulling but they made plasticine boats and
explored gravity pulling and the water pushing on the boat. As
you can see from the photos, the students had a great time.

Term 2 PlannerTerm 2 Planner

We have added the Term 2 planner and key dates for parents
on the Kinross Primary School Connect School Space and the
Kinross Primary Website. Please note that all large gatherings
have been postponed until at least Week 4, so they have
not been added to the calendars. We have also added the
proposed dates for class assemblies and main school events
to the calendars, but again these could change as we receive
more information about COVID-19. As restrictions are further
lifted, we will add events such as Jump Jam and Jogging Club
to the calendar, for now these have been left off.

WebsiteWebsite

As you may be aware, our school website has undergone a
transformation and an update. We are adding key events and
notices to the home page regularly and have added information
and useful guides to help with the current COVID-19 situation.
There are also new Kindy and Pre-Primary Parent Information
Booklets and a Mathematics Homework Help Guide. We will
be regularly updating our website with important information
and resources. We would love to hear feedback from parents
about our new website and we welcome any suggestions on
how we can make further improvements.
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https://www.kinrossps.wa.edu.au/

Mental Health in Schools ProjectMental Health in Schools Project

Think Mental Health have launched a
new mental health campaign to support
Western Australians to manage their
wellbeing throughout the COVID 19
Pandemic.

Visit the website link below to view a
huge range of amazing resources.

https://www.thinkmentalhealthwa.com.au/

Select the Mental Health and COVID 19 option for topics such
as coping with isolation, financial worries during these
unsettled times and tips for talking to your children about
COVID 19.

Look out for one another!

Mrs Michelle Bell

Mental Health Co-ordinator

Waste Wise at KPSWaste Wise at KPS

Recycling ProgramsRecycling Programs

Our recycling programs have been on
hold while our community focuses on
social distancing and hygiene. Hopefully
our recycling bins will be available to the
community soon. In the meantime,
please store your recyclables at home.
The battery competition that began in

Term 1 will continue throughout Term 2. Students are
encouraged to put old batteries into the blue recycling box in
their classroom. We also collect:

BREAD TAGSBREAD TAGS – Each classroom has a mini bin with a yellow
lid for the collection of bread tags. (This is our next competition
item so you may like to start a collection of these!)

PLASTICPLASTIC LIDSLIDS – Plastic lids can be placed in the large recycling
bin outside of the school library or dropped off to the office or
to TA13. Lids must be no bigger than 5cm in diameter, washed
and the white plastic insert found in some milk container lids
removed.

WRITINGWRITING INSTRUMENTSINSTRUMENTS – Please deposit used writing
instruments in the large recycling bin located outside of the
library when our program is up and running again.

ORALORAL CARECARE PRODUCTSPRODUCTS – Please deposit oral care products
in the large recycling bin located outside of the library when it is
available again. We want to collect as many oral care products
as possible as we are competing in the Colgate Community
Garden Challenge. Colgate and Chemist Warehouse are giving
away seven community garden sets. Each garden set includes
a garden bed, a bench with planter boxes, a picnic table and a
$200 Bunnings voucher. The 3 schools which accrue the most
Garden points will win. We accrue Garden points by sending in
our oral care products and voting on the website.

Click on the link below to start voting!

https://www.terracycle.com/en-AU/contests/
colgategardenvoting-au
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Waste Free WednesdayWaste Free Wednesday

Don’t forget that students are encouraged to bring a waste free
lunch to school each Wednesday. Resource Rescuers give out
raffle tickets to students with a waste free lunch. Students write
their name and TA on their raffle ticket and post the ticket in the
mailbox next to the canteen. They then have the opportunity to
win a $5 canteen voucher!

Please contact Melanie Davies if you would like to assist with
the school’s Sustainability Program.
melanie.davies@education.wa.edu.au

Library NewsLibrary News

Welcome back to term 2. We have been
trialling a new way of borrowing books
with students this week due to the
COVID-19 ruling which has been working
well so far. We are asking if your child still
has library books from last term, for those
that are attending school they can only
return books during their class library
lesson before borrowing new books. If

your child is home schooled you can drop them off outside the
office if you are passing at any stage.

Book ClubBook Club

Chaplain's NewsChaplain's News

Dear KPS Community,

Today I am grateful! Grateful for working at a supportive school
with lovely colleagues and the friendliest students! I am grateful
to see our students back at school and greeting our parents,
and last, but not the least, I am grateful for our P&C parents
who work very hard behind the scenes to make many things
possible around the school. Recently the P&C contributed
financially to the makeover of my office. I am grateful for this
beautiful space I can call my office! Also, a HUGE thank you to
one of our very talented parents, Paul Deej, for bringing colour
& enchantment to the walls!

Lastly, I have attached a resource parents can use to help their
children transition back to school life and routine. Please phone
the school office if you or your children are struggling. I am
here to support our community Mondays & Thursdays! Have a
blessed week everyone!

https://kinrossps.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/1704/
returning_to_school_worries.pdf

A TRIBUTE TO WOMEN THIS MOTHER’S DAYA TRIBUTE TO WOMEN THIS MOTHER’S DAY

To those who gave birth this year to their first child—we
celebrate with you.
To those who lost a child this year – we mourn with you.
To those who are in the trenches with little ones every day and
wear the badge of food stains – we appreciate you.
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To those who experienced loss this year through miscarriage,
failed adoptions, or running away—we mourn with you.
To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with
pokes, prods, tears, and disappointment – we walk with you.
Forgive us when we say foolish things. We don’t mean to make
this harder than it is.
To those who are foster moms, mentor moms, and spiritual
moms – we need you.
To those who have warm and close relationships with your
children – we celebrate with you.
To those who have disappointment, heart ache, and distance
with your children – we sit with you.
To those who lost their mothers this year – we grieve with you.
To those who experienced abuse at the hands of your own
mother – we acknowledge your experience.
To those who lived through driving tests, medical tests, and the
overall testing of motherhood – we are better for having you in
our midst.
To those who will have emptier nests in the upcoming year –
we grieve and rejoice with you
And to those who are pregnant with new life, both expected
and surprising –we anticipate with you.
This Mother’s Day, we walk with you. Mothering is not for
the faint of heart and we have real warriors in our midst. We
remember you. (By Amy Young)

Kind Regards,

Ilanie RensburgIlanie Rensburg
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