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Principal’s Perspective
Dear Parents,

Welcome to the start of Term 3. We have an
exciting term ahead with lots of whole
school activities including STEM Week,
Book Week, One Big Voice and the Athletic
Carnivals. School photos will also be done
this term in Week 5 on August 16th and
August 17th. This year I am also having

some promotional photos done professionally for our new
website, advertising and to update documents including the
School Business Plan. These photos will be done on Tuesday
August 14th. If you do not wish your child to be in any
promotional photos that will be seen by the public please let the
office know. If you have already signed that your child cannot
have their photo published, we do not need you to respond
again.

School Psychologist

Mr James McIntyre is on Long Service Leave for all of Term 3.
Ms Emily Alexander will be filling in for James while he is away.
Ms Bernadette Mills will be working alongside Emily, as she is
doing a practicum as part of her study to be a Psychologist.

Kindergarten Enrolments

If you are enrolling your child in Kindy for 2019, or you know
someone who would like to enrol their child, please do so by
July 29th. This will assist with planning for next year.

New Shade Structure and Playground

The new shade structure will be erected over the senior
playground this term. This will be completed by the next school
holidays. The new nature playground will also be constructed

this term, work has now commenced on this project. These will
both be terrific new features in our school playground.

Air-Conditioning

The senior block will be the first to be air-conditioned. This
includes the art room and music room. The cost of this will be
close to $50 000. The P&C are fundraising to assist with the
cost of this and are hoping to raise at least $20 000 towards
this. Please support them in all their fundraising adventures as
we aim to achieve this goal.

Parent Business Expo

Last term on Wednesday 27th June, the Kinross P&C
organised a Kinross Business Expo at the school. Many of our
local businesses were in attendance and it was terrific to see
them being given an opportunity to promote their products or
services.

NAIDOC Week

Last term, in the last week of school, our students participated
in a great variety of activities for NAIDOC Week. We
commenced the week with a Smoking Ceremony. A smoking
ceremony is an ancient custom among Indigenous Australians
that involves burning various native plants to produce smoke,
which is believed to have cleansing properties and the ability
to ward off bad spirits. Mr Neville Collard led this ceremony.
Students also took part in two incursions where they observed
the Wadumbah Dance Group perform traditional Aboriginal
dancing and participated in the ‘Wandering in the Bush’ Show.
An Aboriginal Arts exhibit was also held in the undercover
area on the last Friday of Term Two. A special NAIDOC Week
assembly was held to finish off a fun week! Enjoy our video story
below. A big thank you to Mrs Emma Mather and the Aboriginal
Education Committee for all the work she did in preparing

1

www.princexml.com
Prince - Non-commercial License
This document was created with Prince, a great way of getting web content onto paper.



for NAIDOC Week. All our students thoroughly enjoyed the
activities.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6nZWc8Kj24

P&C Morning Tea

There will be a P&C morning tea held on 3rd
August in the staffroom at 8.30am
onwards. Please join us for a cuppa and
morning tea. There will be a guest speaker
coming to speak to us about Nutrition.

Have a lovely fortnight,

Therese Gorton

Richard Ewen’s News

Councillors

Thank you very much to the outgoing councillors who have
done a wonderful job for their school during the first half of the
year.

Congratulations to the following students who, having been
elected by their peers, will be our school councillors for second
semester:

Jacob Stappenbelt
Bailey White

Aidan Thompson
Matthew Haylett

Samara Arnold
Tiara Tierney

Franky Jennings
Abigail Hill

They will receive their badges at the first class assembly on July
27th.

STEM Week

During week 4 of this term the whole school will be undertaking
STEM based activities.

STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics and is an area that can be integrated into some or
all subjects. It is not a new subject of its own.

Mrs Rick has worked tirelessly, along with the science
committee, to organise a quality range of educational events.

There will be incursions based around the Solar System,
Rocketry, Light and many more, depending on year level.

On Tuesday 7th of August, students will rotate through a series
of STEM activities organised and run by our teachers.

Year six students will also be going to Kinross College for some
science activities and I thank the college for hosting this event.

More information will follow but I’m sure it will be an exciting and
rewarding week.

GIFTED AND TALENTED: Primary Extension and
Challenge (PEAC)

ASSESSMENT OF YEAR 4 STUDENTS FOR THE
PEAC PROGRAM

The PEAC Program provides part time extension and
enrichment for exceptionally able students in Years 5 and 6.

PEAC offers a range of courses that provide identified students
with work that is intellectually challenging.

All students in Year 4 will have the opportunity to be assessed
for suitability for the PEAC Program.

Testing at Kinross Primary will occur on Thursday, August
2nd.

The scores from the test will be used in the selection of
students for PEAC courses and extension programs during
2019 to 2020 and also to inform educational provision in
schools.

If you do not wish your child to be included in the PEAC
assessment please notify the school in writing by Friday,
July 20th.

Yours sincerely,
Richard Ewen

Mrs Bennier’s News
Welcome back everyone and I hope you all
had a great holiday, even if the weather was
not kind to us. We have a busy term ahead
of us.

Week 5 is this terms’ Scholastic Book fair.
It will run before and after school in the
Library. There will be lots of interesting
books to buy, as well as posters and

stationery.

Week 6 is our Book Week and will run from Monday
20th-Friday 24th August. This year’s theme is “Find your
Treasure”. Letters will go out closer to the time with more
details, but Monday 20th August will be our dress up day and
parent picnic at lunchtime. Students are encouraged to dress
up as part of this theme for a gold coin donation towards our
sister school, SD3 Cemagi in Bali.

Some suggestions include pirates with earrings and patches
but what about other ideas? Not all treasure is in the form of
pirates. Your "treasure" could be your favourite book. If you
love “Mary Poppins” why not dress up as the title character? If
Captain America is your treasure then you can dress up as him,
or any number of other comic book superheroes! The options
are endless with this theme; you just have to get creative!

We will also be holding a second hand book
stall during the same week. If you have any
old books that are in good condition, we
would love them for our stall. Students will have the opportunity
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to buy them at recess and lunch. Please bring your books to
the front office by Thursday 16th August.

Chaplain’s News
Welcome back for Term 3! Hope you all had
a fabulous break with your families.

Over the holidays I was doing some reading
and preparation for activities around ‘digital
zombies’ (it’s going to be fun!), and came
across this really great article, written by
Cindy Price, a writer from the USA. She
writes about declining attention spans in

children and how parents can expand them. Cindy explains that
with the development of more and more technology and it’s
integration into our world, children seem to find it more and
more difficult to concentrate on tasks for more than a few
minutes at a time, and can get easily distracted and bored
(don’t we know it!). Cindy suggests these tips to help improve
your child’s attention span:

Finally, Cindy writes that helping children improve focus isn’t
easy; it takes a lot of positive reinforcement, encouragement
and patience. But, as always, sometimes there are underlying
reasons why children find it difficult to concentrate. If you notice
that it’s becoming increasingly difficult for your child to
concentrate on even the simplest tasks, please seek help from
a professional, or pop in to see one of our wonderful staff here
at Kinross Primary and we can point you in the right direction.

Laura B
School Chaplain

Being Waste Wise at Kinross Primary
School

Welcome back to a new
term. Our monthly
challenges continue and our
focus collection item for
August will be aluminium
cans. Please send along
you emptied and crushed
cans to school from

Monday. These cans we collect will be delivered to Wheelchairs
For Kids. This is wonderful organisation whose mission is to

manufacture and distribute wheelchairs to some of the millions
of severely disabled children throughout under-resourced
countries of the world. The wheelchairs assist these children
to be raised off the ground from where they are presently
confined, gaining a new level of freedom and mobility. For a
large number of these children, these wheelchairs also provide
them with an opportunity to attend school. If you would like
to learn more about this organisation and how you may like to
become involved, please have a look at their website via the link
below:

https://wheelchairsforkids.org/

A reminder that Wednesdays are WASTE FREE! We are
collecting a large amount of plastic packaging throughout the
week and we are trying to reduce this by encouraging all
children to bring a waste free lunch box to school. Buying
snacks in larger, bulk packets are cheaper per kilo and waste
production is minimised. Students who bring a waste free lunch
box on Wednesdays will be given a raffle ticket, earning a
chance to win some great prizes.

DID YOU KNOW that cardboard can be recycled at Tamala
Park for free? So if your recycling bin is overflowing, please
resist the urge to dispose of your recyclable materials (and
in other cases, household rubbish) in our school bins as this
creates an additional charge to the school. Simply take your
cardboard and other recyclables to Tamala Park and the
friendly staff there will happily assist you.

Thank you for your continued support and remember to reduce,
reuse and recycle. If you have any ideas or suggestions for our
program, we would love to hear from you.

Mrs Victoria Bordas and Mrs Natalie Blewitt
(Natalie.blewitt@education.wa.edu.au)
(Sustainability Coordinators)

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data
Our school is part of a national project about students with
disability and/or learning difficulties. We are legally obliged to
provide data about the number and learning needs of children
at our school. The name of the school and the name of the
students will not be reported. Information about the different
types of needs and the programs and resources the school
uses to overcome barriers and support children with special
educational needs will be collected. The data will be collected
and submitted by week 3 of this term. I have attached a Public
Information Notice and a Fact Sheet for Parents and Carers if
you wish to learn more.

Music News

Community Songs

All year groups have been busy in our recent Music lessons,
as always. We all learnt the community song, Wanjoo, for our
NAIDOC week celebrations and performed it on the last day of
our NAIDOC week. Wanjoo is a beautiful song about friendship
and about welcoming people into our community. We sang it in
the Noongar language. Some classes designed a poster to go

1. Give and you will receive: If we want children to learn
to pay attention to what we say, we need to give our
undivided attention too (ouch!). To get them to pay
attention, be in the same room, get down to their
level, make eye contact and then make the request.

2. Use creativity to make tasks more interesting

3. Watch what your child eats

4. Exercise the body to improve concentration

5. Adequate sleep will bolster depreciating attention
spans

6. Turn off electronics to turn on the focus
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with the song in order to create a beautiful display for our Music
room.

We are all now starting to work on our Book Week song,
entitled Find Your Treasure, which fits in nicely with the theme
of Book Week this year. This song is a musical mystery which
tells of three epic treasure hunts from well known stories of
old, and ends with us all finding the ultimate treasure: a good
book!! Our Year One and Pre-Primary classes have been using
percussion instruments to play along with the alternating fast
and slow beats of the song. Our Year Two and Three classes
have been designing and performing some actions to go with
the song, for the rest of the school to use. TA8 have been lucky
enough to all have a go on a violin too!

Recorder

Our talented Year Four classes have been spending most of
this year learning to play the recorder and also to read musical
notation to play many pieces of music. We can now read
crotchets, minims, quavers, rests and repeat signs, and we
know many of the positions of notes on the stave. We are
hoping to perform soon so watch this space!

Ukulele

Our Years Five and Six students have been thoroughly enjoying
learning the Ukulele this year. We have learnt many strumming
patterns and chords. We play lots of games and sing songs
each week. A few brave students will be performing on their
Ukuleles at the Showcase this year!

Choir

Our fantastic Choir are working so hard in preparation for this
years' One Big Voice concert at the Perth Arena on 17th
August. We have almost perfected all eleven songs and their
harmonies, and are now working hard on our actions and
dance moves - yes, we have to do a mini line dance for one
song!! Congratulations to Amy Clarke and Imogen McGarry
who made it through two auditions and will be performing a
solo on stage at the concert. And also to Ella Aberin and Meg
Brierley who auditioned twice and will be compering for some

of the performance on stage. What talented students we have
here at Kinross Primary School!

Our choir has also been invited to perform, once again, at this
year's World Singing Day with the Circle of Friends choir. We
are excited for that performance later in the year!

Drumbeat

Group Two workshops are well under way and all students
are really enjoying learning to play the Djembe drums. We are
hoping to do a mini concert later on this term to showcase our
new found talents!

Kinross College Extension and
Acceleration Program (KEA Program)

Applications are now open for the Kinross College Academic
Extension Program for 2019.

Please note that if your child has already sat the HAST test, or is
in the KEA program, they do NOT need to take this test, please
ignore this communication.

Kinross College offers a school-based academic extension
program for gifted and talented students in Years 7 to 10.
Students who earn a place in this program are provided with a
differentiated curriculum that is both challenging and enriching.

By completing the application form you are committing your
son or daughter to enrol in the Kinross Extension & Acceleration
(KEA) program for 2019 and participate in the HAST. Entry into
the program is based on school reports, NAPLAN and HAST
test results. More information is provided in the following links.
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