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Principal’s Perspective
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to our last newsletter for the term.
Our newsletter and new website now
carries a summary of our Behaviour
Management Policy. I trust that you find this
useful and gives you a sense of our
approach to managing students’ behaviour
and the beliefs behind this.

I’d like to elaborate on an important aspect of our approach-
the role of the Associate Principals (Mr Ewen, Mrs Bennier and
Mrs Hedges) and me. At Kinross, when issues arise or incidents
happen, we hear all sides of the story- everyone has a voice.
This sometimes takes considerable time to do and resolve.
If it’s after recess or lunch, teachers simply may not have
the time to follow-up because of their teaching commitments,
therefore one of the Associate Principals or I may be requested
by teachers to assist.

Our involvement therefore doesn’t necessarily reflect that an
issue is ‘serious’ or a particular student/students is ‘in trouble’.
Please don’t be alarmed if your child tells you that he/she was
‘spoken to’ by one of us. I can assure that we will contact
you if the issue is serious. I feel the leadership team have
a positive presence in classrooms and the school- we value
the relationships we build with your children. The role of the
Principal and Associate Principal may be very different to what
you are used to or how it was for you when you were at primary
school- it certainly is for me (I didn’t see the Headmaster and
Headmistress at all), and I certainly like this way much better!
All staff and the leadership team have the right to speak to
any child within the school when sorting out playground and
classroom issues. It is one of our jobs to maintain the good

order of the school and ensure all our students are safe and
happy. We are able to remain unbiased, as we hear all sides of
the story. Parents often only hear one side of the story.

We are currently updating our Bullying Policy. This will be
available in the next newsletter and will be placed on the new
website.

How parents can teach their children the four basic
skill sets of resilience: independence,
problem-solving, optimism and social connection

Some kids are resilient by nature – their temperament helps
them to be mentally and psychologically tough. You know those
kids. They get straight back up after a setback or
disappointment. Rejection in the playground doesn’t faze them.
Unfortunately, not every child has such natural resilience.

The good news is that most of the research shows that
resilience can be nurtured and developed, particularly when
parents themselves are resilient and they actively foster it in their
kids.

Resilient kids share four basic skill sets: independence,
problem-solving, optimism and social connection.

Building resilience – tips for parents

From a resilience perspective parents need to coach kids
through some of their more challenging moments and reviewing
what they may have learned for next time. Avoid solving all their
problems for them.

You can promote a lasting sense of resilience in your kids by:

• Having a positive attitude yourself. Your attitude
as a parent impacts on their ability to bounce back
from some of the difficulties they face. Make sure you
model a ‘you can do it’ attitude for your child when
he meets some of life’s curve balls.

• Look for teachable moments. Many kids’ learning
opportunities are disguised as problems. Make the
most of these opportunities so that kids can grow
and learn from some of the challenges they face.
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Promoting resilience in kids is a not a single event but a
continuous process that requires adults to be supportive and
empathetic when things don’t go their way. It also requires you
as a parent to have an understanding of resilience, so you have
faith in yourself, and your child’s ability to cope.

This week I have included an article on Social Skills for parents.
This article gives ideas on how we can assist our children
to develop better social skills in order to help them establish
friendships and develop positive relationships with others. Often
parents will become upset when other children do not wish to
play with their child and blame it on bullying or exclusion. This
can sometimes be the case. However; if it is a repeated issue,
it can indicate there is an issue that needs to be identified in
your child ( eg not able to take turns, being overly bossy, not fair
in games-has to win) that is hindering his/her relationships with
peers. Social skills are important life skills that need developing
in order for your child to succeed at high school, in the work
place and in real life. It does not help to always blame others
and it is more useful to work closely with your child and
teachers to develop these skills. I hope you enjoy this article.

Social Skills in Children

Winter Carnival

The Winter Carnival was held at the end of Week 6. I managed
to visit most sports on the day. I was thoroughly impressed
with our students and the excellent behaviour and passion they
showed at each sporting activity. The students informed me
they had a terrific time competing in their elected sport and
many teams were very happy with achieving a win. I was so
pleased that parents gave me some wonderful feedback in
relation to the attitude and behaviour of our Kinross students.
This is a credit to our staff and parents. One mother wrote to
me and stated

“I had the privilege of umpiring today for the Netball Winter
Carnival. My son is in year 1 so this is my first experience
of spending time with Kinross PS pupils outside the school
grounds. They are a credit to the school. I just wanted to
congratulate both you and them on their behaviour and all
round Sportsmanship. I haven’t umpired for 8 years, so was a
bit anxious, but the girls, parent volunteers and Mrs Kaminiski
were so supportive. I thoroughly enjoyed the day. The girls
should be very proud.”

All staff and students should be congratulated on a job well
done. Once again, I would like to thank all parents who assisted
the school in coaching, umpiring or supervising. We could not
attend these events without your support.

New Nature Playground

The temporary fence has been put up in the area where the
new playground will be constructed. The grass is being killed
off and in approximately 6 weeks, commencement will start on
the playground. There has been some delay with the very wet
weather we had recently. The new shade structure will also be
erected soon in time for Summer.

Semester 1 Student Reports

Students’ Achievement Reports for this semester will be
distributed on Thursday 28th June. Please note that this will
be done electronically, and for all year levels; Kindy through
to Year 6. In the case where duplicate copies of reports have
previously been sent home to reflect custody arrangements,
this will continue by sending in the electronic version. Please
see your child’s teacher should you wish to know more about
these arrangements.

Please make sure your email address is up-to-date. If you
require a hard copy please ring the office to request one.

Talk 4 Writing

I visited and met with TAP1 and PP3 this week to observe them
participating in the Talk 4 Writing Program. I was impressed
with the quality of their oral language in imitating the text ‘The
Gruffalo’. They used terrific expression too! TAP1 have
produced their own books based on the story of ‘The Gruffalo’.
I have included some of the beautiful covers below. They should
feel very proud of their work. Enjoy the video recordings of their
recitation of ‘The Gruffalo’.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKJwmRqThFw

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PlSpYMCgeg

Have a lovely week and enjoy the Term 2 holidays. Stay safe.

Kind regards,

Therese Gorton
Principal

• Make kids active participants in the family. Active
participation in a family develops the self-help,
problem-solving and independence skills of kids that
are necessary for resilience.

• Build kids coping skills. There are plenty of
strategies you can pass on to kids to help them cope
when life doesn’t go their way, including acceptance,
getting away for a while, and normalisation.
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NAIDOC Week

NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July
to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not
only in Indigenous communities, but by Australians from all
walks of life. The week is a great opportunity to participate in
a range of activities to support our local Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander community.

NAIDOC originally stood for ‘National Aborigines and Islanders
Day Observance Committee’. This committee was once
responsible for organising national activities during NAIDOC
Week and its acronym has since become the name of the week
itself. Local community celebrations during NAIDOC Week are
encouraged and often organised by communities, government
agencies, local councils, schools and workplaces.

The Whadjuk are a sub-group of the Noongar people. They
are residents of an area more or less congruent with the Perth
metro area. Our students will be participating in a variety of
engaging activities to learn more about the Aboriginal people,
particularly in our area.

The Aboriginal Cultural Standards Framework

The Aboriginal Cultural Standards Framework is identified as
a priority in the Department’s Strategic Plan for WA Public
Schools 2016-2019.

The framework supports all Department of Education staff to
reflect on their approaches to the education of Aboriginal
students. It sets expected standards for all staff when working
with Aboriginal students, their families and communities.

The framework supports staff to reflect on their behaviours,
attitudes and practices and identify opportunities for improved
action. From 2017 schools are expected to use
self-assessment against the framework in school improvement
planning. Kinross PS is endeavouring to teach our students
about the Aboriginal Culture to enhance understanding of the
local Aboriginal community.

At Kinross PS we are aiming to:

Engage professionally with local Aboriginal community
members and organisations.
Broaden our knowledge and improve practices in
Aboriginal education.
Be aware of the value of engaging local Aboriginal
community members and organisations.
Develop our students cultural awareness and
understanding, moving to developing cultural
competence and responsiveness

For your interest, a copy of this document is included below.
We will report on the activities enjoyed by students in the next
newsletter.

Mrs Benniers News

Pre Primary Olden days dancing

Kinross stepped back in time last week as
part of celebrations for WA week. Pre
Primary students have been learning about
the olden days and family life as part of their
HASS work this term. They wore their best
dress and all looked fabulous, the girls had
long dresses and the boys wore their hats

and waistcoats. After many weeks practising, they showed off
their dancing to parents and grandparents in the undercover
area. I was particularly impressed with many things they
remembered about life in the olden days. Did you know that
teachers had to get to school early, sweep the floors and light
the fires? We are so lucky to be living in the 21st century!

Visiting teachers

Kinross has such wonderful staff and students that word is
spreading! The other week we hosted another of our
walk-throughs for teachers from other schools. Sorrento
Primary sent year 4 teachers and all of the Early Childhood team
to see Talk for Writing in action with our students. The teachers
were amazed at the work being produced in Kindy through to
Year 6 and could not believe how well our children tell stories
and learn texts using this amazing program. Special thanks go
to all the classes involved and in particular Mrs Bawden, Mrs
Bordas, Mrs Stravens and Mrs Locke who hosted the visitors
and answered their questions. Well done everyone!

Year 1 visit Cockman house

Year 1 classes visited Cockman house the other week as part
of their HASS learning about families and changes in the local
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area. They took part in many activities that people would have
performed in days gone by including washing, cooking and
playing games. All the students were well behaved and leant so
much from seeing what they had discovered in the classroom
in real life. Thank you to all the parent helpers that accompanied
them.

Newspapers
Attention all,

In our pursuit to winning our share of $20,000, please make
sure to collect and pass classroom cash coupons to our
school. TA20 will be sorting the papers delivered to the school,
so please make sure to add to our collection with coupons
collected at home.

Happy collecting!

Music News

Drumbeat Performance

Wow, what a fantastic performance we had
from our Drumbeat 1 group during Muster
last Friday morning! You all performed with
such confidence. The whole school really
enjoyed hearing your rhythm patterns,
especially the Rain Song! I will miss our
weekly workshops so much. Well done to

each and every one of you who performed, you were
awesome!!

Choir

An important letter was issued out to all choir members 2
weeks ago. Please ensure that you have received the letter and
that the reply forms are sent back in to the school office, with
the bus money, as soon as possible. Thank you very much.

Being Waste Wise at Kinross Primary
School

Our monthly challenges continue in June and this month we
are collecting coloured drink bottle lids, such as those from milk
bottles, soft drink bottles etc. We are working with Mindarie
Senior College to develop a bottle top mural for their school.
Any colour lid can be dropped off and will be added to our
design. Please clean the lids prior to sending into school.

A reminder that Wednesdays are WASTE FREE! We are
collecting a large amount of plastic packaging throughout the
week and we are trying to reduce this by encouraging all
children to bring a waste free lunch box to school. Buying
snacks in larger, bulk packets are cheaper per kilo and waste
production is minimised. Students who bring a waste free lunch
box on Wednesdays will be given a raffle ticket, earning a
chance to win some great prizes.

DID YOU KNOW that pouring cooking fat down the drain is
bad but how bad is it……really?

Fats, oils and grease come from meats, butters and margarine,
sauces and cooking oil. When these items go down the drain,
they harden and can cause sewer pipes to clog. While drain
cleaners might clear out your pipes in your home, the greasy
mess just gets washed into the sewers afterwards, creating a
bigger problem down the line. If your pipes become clogged or
blocked from putting fats, oils and grease down the drain, it can
be a very expensive problem to fix.

So what can be done to safely get rid of these oils? Tamala
Park provide a drop off facility for cooking oil. They reuse this
oil, turning it into biofuel to fuel some of their machines. Have a
look at this short clip, filmed on location at Tamala Park, to see
what else you can drop off for free to be reused or recycled.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSmHVVqIqSo

Thank you for your continued support and remember to reduce,
reuse and recycle. If you have any ideas or suggestions for our
program, we would love to hear from you.

Mrs Victoria Bordas and Mrs Natalie Blewitt
(Natalie.blewitt@education.wa.edu.au)
(Sustainability Coordinators)

Year 6 Information
With Graduation festivities already in sight, we need to begin
pulling all relevant photos and memorabilia for our year book.

At this stage, if you haven’t sent Mrs Rick an image of yourself
between the ages of 1-3 (or thereabouts), please send it to
Rebecca.bayford@education.wa.edu.au as a JPEG file by the
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end of the term; or bring me a hard copy to TA20. I will scan
the photo and return it to your teacher’s pigeon hole.

Thanks for your assistance year 6!

Kindy and Pre-Primary News
The kindy and Pre Primary students are creating a frog pond in
their vegetable garden. They are doing this to provide shelter for
frogs that live in and around the school. It also enables them to
learn about co-dependence between animals and plants. The
plants get bugs and the frogs eat the bugs, this eliminates the
need for spraying our vegetables with chemicals. The children
have had a fabulous time building the planter box and putting
the pond in. We now need some plants to go around the pond
area.

If you have some cuttings or plants you are thinning out and
no longer need we would love to replant them in our frog pond
area. In addition if you have any pond plants that need dividing
we would be able to use them too.

Plants can be dropped off to PP2.

Year 4 Excursion by Scarlett Pitulej
On the 7th of June the Year 4 students went to the WA Maritime
Museum and the Shipwreck Museum in Fremantle. At the
Shipwreck Museum, we participated in an Early Explorers
lesson where we learnt about William Dampier and all of the
amazing things that he did.

At the Maritime Museum, we explored in groups of about 8.
Our group went upstairs first and learnt about the extremely
rare megamouth shark that washed up near Mandurah in 1988.
The 700kg shark was injected with 40 litres of formaldehyde to
preserve it. Megamouth is now preserved with a glycerol.

Back at the Shipwreck Museum, we learnt about the Batavia
and saw many artefacts. I enjoyed the excursion, it was very
interesting.

On Excursion by Bella Houghton and
Emily Brandish

On Thursday the 7th of June, the Year 4s went on excursion.

At the Shipwreck Museum we learnt all about the Batavia. The
Batavia is Australia’s second oldest known shipwreck. On the
4th of June in 1629, the Batavia was wrecked off the coast of
Western Australia. The Batavia has a gruesome story of mutiny.
The Batavia shipwreck was discovered in 1963. It took many
years to excavate the Batavia and bring it to the surface.

At the Maritime Museum we saw a huge submarine and lots of
other boats. We all had a fantastic time, even though it was a
wet and cold day.

Culture Club
Culture Club has had a flying start this term. Students from
Kindy to year six have been attending Culture Club on Friday
lunch times to participate in a variety of Aboriginal arts and
crafts, including decorating boomerangs, dot painting and
creating crazy bush nut critters. Some of the students have also
been painting pictures they drew to illustrate a Dreaming Story
about the Mindarie area. We are hoping to have it finished to
read to the school during the Kinross Aboriginal Arts Exhibit day
on Friday 29th June.

School News

KINDY ENROLMENTS FOR 2019

Kindy enrolments for 2019 are open now.

If you or someone you know has a child whose birthdate falls
between the 1st July 2014 to 30th June 2015 then please drop
into our office to complete a kindy application.

Please bring your child’s birth certificate and immunisation
records with you.
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P&C News

Pizza Day

Pizza day was another great success with just under 450 orders
in total. Another great fundraiser for the school – thank you to
everyone involved!

Uniform Shop

Our uniform shop is run voluntarily by Margaret which allows
us to keep costs to a minimum. If you have any old uniform in
good condition please consider donating it to the uniform shop
before selling it – the money raised from second hand goods
covers the fees for the EFTPOS machine.

P&C Meeting

Our next P&C meeting has been scheduled for this coming
Thursday 21st June – 6.30pm in the staff room. As always we
welcome both current members and new faces. If you can’t
make the meeting but have something you’d like to contribute
please contact us via our facebook page.

Parents Business Expo

We are holing a Parent Expo on the 27 June 2018 from
2:30pm. If you own a business big or small and you would like
some exposure so that everyone can get to know you and your
product/service, remember to book your spot. Spots are filling
up fast so don't miss out.

A table costs $10 and you can bring as much promotional
material as you’d like. Consider special offers for those you
meet on the day or maybe a raffle.

The expo will support both your business and your school.
There will be a coffee van on site and cupcakes for sale. Find
us in the undercover area next Wednesday after school.

If you do not own a business please come and support our local
businesses run by our school parents. It is always so rewarding
to know you are supporting local!

One final note…

There seems to be some negative press around the P&C so
we’d like to remind everyone that everything the P&C does is
for the benefit of the school and the children. We are always
loo king for new fundraising ideas and we welcome any
suggestions or feedback. If you think something isn’t working
well or if something could be done differently then please let us
know!

Support Kinross Primary School and
you’ll be rewarded!

Help us raise funds for our fundraising by buying a 2018 | 2019
Entertainment Membership and for a limited time, you’ll receive
2x BONUS EVENT Cinemas Saver eTickets in time for the

school holidays! Hurry, stocks are sure to run out.

Enter promotional code ‘EVENTGIFT’ at checkout and you will
receive your eTickets via your email inbox within 48 business

hours.

6


	Principal’s Perspective
	How parents can teach their children the four basic skill sets of resilience: independence, problem-solving, optimism and social connection
	Building resilience – tips for parents

	Social Skills in Children
	Winter Carnival
	New Nature Playground
	Semester 1 Student Reports
	Talk 4 Writing
	NAIDOC Week
	The Aboriginal Cultural Standards Framework

	Mrs Benniers News
	Pre Primary Olden days dancing
	Visiting teachers
	Year 1 visit Cockman house

	Newspapers
	Music News
	Drumbeat Performance
	Choir

	Being Waste Wise at Kinross Primary School
	Year 6 Information
	Kindy and Pre-Primary News
	Year 4 Excursion by Scarlett Pitulej
	On Excursion by Bella Houghton and Emily Brandish
	Culture Club
	School News
	KINDY ENROLMENTS FOR 2019

	P&C News
	Pizza Day
	Uniform Shop
	P&C Meeting
	Parents Business Expo
	One final note…

	Support Kinross Primary School and you’ll be rewarded!

